
Legislative & 
MCGA Policy 
Updates

 MCGA Policy Workgroup led by Karen Lewis (GVSU, Priority Health)
 Request co-chair- interested?  

 IMPORTANT: MDHHS cannot lobby for legislation; MDHHS can 
provide information to legislature when requested

 Should MCGA be involved in legislative efforts?  If so, how?
 Updates at MCGA membership meetings?  MCGA listserv? 

 MDHHS cannot sent updates through listserv; others can post to listserv

 Join other groups with lobbying efforts to receive updates (e.g. 
MAGC, ACS, MiOCA, etc)?

 MCGA co-chairs and policy workgroup to review each legislative 
effort and decide level of involvement?

 Other ideas?



Examples of 
Recent 
Legislative 
Efforts & 
MCGA 
involvement

 Genetic Counseling Licensure Bills
 At request of MAGC, MCGA Co-Chairs provided letters of support

 Resolution to support raising age limit for tobacco products to 21 
years of age 
(http://www.michigancancer.org/PDFs/AboutTheMCC/MCCMeetings/BoDMtg/MCCMtgMinute
s/2015/062415/Tobacco21Resolution.pdf)

 Sent to MCGA listserv by Angela Trepanier (WSU)

 SB625; financial requirement for prescribed orally administered 
anticancer medications no more restrictive than intravenously 
administered or injected anticancer medications 
(http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(h3rm3me4m4hc1cyxlbk0hujd))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&
objectName=2015-SB-0625)

 MiOCA requested support of cancer genomics advocates

 MCGA connected with Mollie Smith and other local FORCE advocates

 ACS provides updates to MCC Board of Directors on SB625





Strategic 
Planning 
Meeting
and Ideas for 
MCGA 
Activities for 
2016-2020

 At request of MCGA members, MDHHS to host Michigan Cancer 
Genomics Strategic Planning (‘Think Tank’) meeting in September 
2016

 Dates to avoid?

 Possible Topics
 Access to Care Issues

 Genetic counseling workforce (Angela Trepanier)

 Health disparities for black population and others

 Genetic counseling reimbursement

 New delivery models?

 Quality of Care Issues
 Lab quality issues (Dana Zakalik)

 Best practices for management of newer hereditary cancer syndromes 

 Panel testing 

 Patient and Provider Awareness/Resources
 Lynch syndrome patient support and awareness (Alice Christensen)

 Cascade screening

 Ovarian cancer

 Emerging Issues
 Universal BRCA testing?

 Others?



Strategic 
Planning 
Meeting
and Ideas for 
MCGA 
Activities for 
2016-2020

 We need your input!  

 Would you like to be involved in planning?  Would you 
like to attend?

 What do you think are the top priorities to address 
given the MCGA mission and vision?

 Please complete and return handout to Deb.

THANK YOU!



Cascade 
Screening 
Discussion

CDC-MDHHS Cancer Genomics Cooperative Agreement
Activity P5: In years 1-5, MDHHS Cancer Genomics will develop and assess 
multiple approaches to implement cascade screening best practices utilizing 
health system policies, electronic reporting, social media, health insurance policy, 
laboratory reporting and/or position statements.
Activity E3: In years 1-5, MDHHS will develop and disseminate existing and new 
patient and provider educational resources on cascade screening. 

MDHHS Accomplishments to Date:
 Kintalk.org disseminated through multiple venues

 MI website hits increasing 

 Examples of cascade screening clinic letters, CDC and FORCE resources posted 
on www.Michigan.gov/hereditarycancer

 Reviewed annual trends in single site numbers with multiple clinics
 Barriers and facilitators to cascade screening identified by site visits to clinics 

and interviews by Ms. Rachel MacCauley’s WSU graduate student project
 >20 individuals received assistance from MDHHS regarding cascade screening 

issues (contacted directly or through general genetics e-mail or toll free line)
 MCC Update and MAHP Insight articles written 
 Met with Dr. Patrick Lynch regarding cascade screening LS registry approach
 Hosted three webinars on cascade screening 

 Two on kintalk.org; Dr. Stoffel on Lynch syndrome study

Other ideas?  

http://www.michigan.gov/hereditarycancer

